Immunologically mediated tubulo-interstitial nephritis in children.
14 children with proven or presumably immunologically mediated tubulo-interstitial nephritis are presented. In 2 patients anti-tubular basement membrane antibodies were detected. In 6 immunofluorescence microscopy showed granular deposits of immunoglobulin and/or complement likely representing interstitial location of immune complexes. The findings by immunofluorescence were not significant in the remaining 6 patients. However, the association of renal disease to extra-renal disorders, namely chronic active hepatitis and ulcerative colitis, or uveitis or the presence of an epithelioid granuloma with multinucleated giant cells suggests that in such patients an immunologic disorder might be responsible for the tubulo-interstitial nephritis.